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David Rachelson
Chief Sustainability Officer, Rubicon
David is Rubicon’s Chief Sustainability Officer, spearheading the company’s sustainability efforts focused on
achieving the company’s mission to end waste. His team oversees calculating and regularly monitoring the waste and
recycling related environmental metrics of Rubicon’s customers.

Prior to joining Rubicon, David worked as a management consultant with PwC, and was a member of the Corporate
Responsibility & Public Affairs department at InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG), where he supported the
development of IHG’s Green Engage platform. Earlier in his career, David worked in a variety of public sector
capacities including at the White House Office of Political Affairs and the U.S. Department of State. David earned an
M.B.A. from Emory University’s Goizueta Business School and a B.A. from George Washington University.

Ashima Sukhdev
North America Programs Lead, The Ellen MacArthur Foundation
Ashima is the North America Programs Lead at the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, managing the delivery of the
Foundation’s global programs in the US and Canada. Ashima previously led the Government & Cities Programme for
the Foundation, engaging national, regional, and city governments in the transition towards a circular economy. She
has also acted as a project manager for a number of publications for the Foundation and was seconded to the World
Economic Forum to support the development of their circular economy initiative.

Prior to joining the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, Ashima worked with the Strategy & Operations group of Deloitte
Consulting in New York. Ashima graduated summa cum laude from the University of Pennsylvania with a BA in
Economics, minoring in Sustainability & Environmental Management.

Stephen Roberts
Sustainability Marketing Manager, Dell Technologies
A long time ago, in a place kind of far away, Stephen Roberts learned that recycling an aluminum can will save enough
energy to run a TV for more than three hours. Armed with this knowledge and little more, he rose through the ranks of
the nation’s first environmental/public health ad agency to eventually co-lead the agency and co-found a
sustainability consultancy.

Since 2011, Stephen has driven sustainability marketing and strategy at Dell Technologies. Whether working on the
circular economy, restoring ecosystems, or fighting climate change, Stephen enjoys the thrill of trying to make the
world a better place and is grateful for an employer who shares that vision. When he’s not crafting green stories for
Dell, you might find him coaching the women’s water polo team at the University of Texas or on a travel adventure
with his wife and son.

Nicole Spina
Senior Project Manager & Circular Economy Lead, New York City Economy Development Corporation
Nicole is a Senior Project Manager at the New York City Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC), where she
manages the implementation of industry growth programs that foster innovation and job creation in industries such as
circular economy, clean energy, and resiliency. Through her work at NYCEDC, Nicole has led the implementation of
RISE:NYC, a portfolio of projects installing resilient technologies at Hurricane Sandy impacted small businesses, and
has managed industry relationships and strategic direction for an array of circular economy initiatives.

Nicole holds International Affairs degree from George Washington University.

Oliver Dudok van Heel
Head of Client Sustainability and Environment, Freshfields
Oliver is Freshfields’ Head of Client Sustainability and Environment. He has 20 years’ experience as a corporate
sustainability advisor, helping multinational enterprises manage the risks and capture growth opportunities arising
from the sustainability agenda. He is a Fellow of the University of Cambridge’s Programme for Sustainability
Leadership, and teaches on the University’s Postgraduate Certificate in Sustainable Business.

He is a recognised expert on sustainable economic models (lead author of 'An Economy That Works' report for the
Aldersgate Group), sustainable community development and launched a local currency to promote local trade in
Lewes, Sussex. Most recently he led the ‘New York Circular City Initiative’ a multi-stakeholder collaboration convened
by Freshfields seeking to help New York City make the transition to the circular economy. Oliver speaks English,
French, Dutch, German, Spanish, Portuguese, holds a Masters of Law and an Insead MBA.

Scott O'Connell
Director, Environmental Affairs & Global Producer Responsibility, Dell Technologies
Scott leads a team responsible for Dell’s product environmental strategy, governance of electronics recycling policies
and advancing Design for Environment programs. His role within Dell also includes engagement with leading partners
to help influence global product regulations and standards, as well as business development of energy efficient
products, sustainable materials and consumer/commercial electronics recycling services. Scott also chairs Dell’s
Executive Sustainability Steering Committee and regularly engages with customers and external stakeholders on the
sustainability value proposition of Information Communications Technology.

Scott received a BS in Biology from the University of Texas and an MS in Environmental Management from Duke
University.

Tone Søndergaard, 
Director, Circular City Week & Director of Danish Cleantech Hub New York
Tone Søndergaard is the Director at the Danish Cleantech Hub in New York responsible for managing daily operations,
and insuring continuous innovation and development of transatlantic partnerships, sustainable business development
programs and climate change initiatives across the Danish Cleantech Hub portfolio. As part hereof, Tone is the
Founding Director of Circular City Week New York, an open collaborative festival for circular economy related events.
Tone joined Danish Cleantech Hub in 2015.

Before joining Danish Cleantech Hub New York in 2015, Tone worked at the Danish-Chinese Business Forum and the
Trade Policy Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark, in both Brussels and Copenhagen. Tone holds
a Master Degree in International Business and Politics from Copenhagen Business School, partly completed at
Columbia University.


